
 

1. Who are our Grade 1-4 SEAL teachers? Our SEAL Program is taught by trained elementary 
generalists with degrees in Elementary Education. 
 

2. How many real-time, online learning experiences will be offered each week?  Your child’s SEAL 
teacher will schedule 5-6 hours of real-time online learning each regular school week. 
 

3. What subject areas will be taught in the SEAL Program?  Math, Language Arts, Science and 
Social Studies will be the core subjects taught in the SEAL Program.  Art and Music will be 
integrated into the other subject areas.  SEAL students will have access to Physical Education (PE) 
and Student Services resources through PowerLearn. Participation, however, is optional in these 
subject areas. 
 

4. Will pre-recorded video lessons be made available to my child each week?  Pre-recorded video 
lessons will be made available to SEAL students to access through PowerLearn. These videos are 
intended to provide additional instruction to facilitate both real-time online learning and 
independent work. 
 

5. How will a sense of community be fostered in SEAL classes?  Each week, SEAL teachers will 
facilitate community building through check-in and discussion during real-time, online learning 
experiences.  In addition, your child’s SEAL teacher will be recruiting 1-2 parents to facilitate real-
time, online social experiences. Your child’s participation in these social experiences is completely 
optional. 
 

6. Will SEAL students have Individual Program Plans (IPPs)?  Yes, your children’s SEAL teachers will 
work with you to create and implement their IPPs.  Given the unique nature of each student’s 
IPP, parents must recognize that not all supports are transferable to an online learning 
environment.  The online learning approach will require parental involvement and assistance.   
 

7. Does the SEAL Program mirror what is happening in Westmount’s classrooms?  More or less.  
Each SEAL teacher is a member of the in-school Grade Group Team.  Together, the Grade Group 
Team discusses programming and curriculum implementation.  Working in lockstep, the Grade 
Group Team implements the curriculum to ensure a potentially seamless transition for students 
moving to and from each program delivery method.  Each teacher, both SEAL and in-school, use 
their professional judgement to plan specific lessons and activities that best suit the needs and 
context of their learners. 
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8. How will programming be differentiated to meet each students learning needs without 
regrouping the students for Language Arts and Math?  Differentiation is a cornerstone of gifted 
education.  This means that teachers endeavor to know the prior knowledge and skill levels of 
each student, which can be done formally through written pre-assessment or informally through 
conversational assessment and conferencing.  Each SEAL teacher will be expected to determine 
their students’ knowledge and skill levels in Language Arts and Math, and adjust to meet 
students’ individual needs accordingly. Differentiation can take the form of eliminating 
unnecessary or redundant questions, adjusting the number of questions a student is required to 
answer in order to demonstrate his or her knowledge, offering choice in the manner in which 
assignments are completed, adjusting the depth and complexity of reading materials, “pulling 
down” concepts and skills from higher grade levels to provide appropriate challenge, and so on.     
 

9. Will SEAL students receive report cards?  Yes, not only will SEAL students will receive regular 
feedback on the assignments they’ve submitted and their participation in the program.  In 
addition, they will receive report cards twice a year alongside our in school learners. 
 

10. Will SEAL parents meet with SEAL or homeroom teachers at scheduled Meet the Teacher times 
throughout the year?  Yes, SEAL parents will have opportunities to book appointments with the 
SEAL teachers who has been facilitating, observing and assessing their children’s learning during 
the term.  Should a SEAL student change programs during the term, the parents would have an 
opportunity to meet with the child’s most recent teacher. 
 

11. Due to their participation in in-school learning, will in-person students be “ahead” of SEAL 
students?  Our Grade Group Teams, which include both in-school and SEAL teachers, work 
together to plan and implement the curriculum.  The program delivery, while different in 
method, reflects a team approach to learning. 
 

12. Should we decide to send our child back to in-person learning following a natural break, how will 
they learn the rules and routines of the classroom?  Our students are well known for their 
resilience and adaptability, and our teachers are prepared to support them through the variety 
of changes that may arise during a pandemic. 
 

13. Can my child access Phys. Ed and Student Services resources?  Our Phys. Ed and Student Services 
Specialists are actively updating their PowerLearn pages each week. All students have access to 
the grade specific resources through their PowerLearn Page. 
 

14. How are SEAL students for whom English is an additional language (EAL) being supported in this 
program?  The Student Services PowerLearn page will provide resources and ideas to support EAL 
students.  All SEAL Students will have access to this page. In addition, your child’s SEAL teacher 
will refer your child to the Student Services Specialists should they determine additional support 
might be required. 

15. How do you determine what work will be assessed and when will students/parents receive 
feedback on their learning? Each week, one assignment from each subject area will be assessed 



for completion (unless otherwise noted in PowerLearn).  Weekly feedback will be provided on 
those assignments.   End of unit assessment will be provided at the end of each unit.  
 

16. How will SEAL teachers make decisions to inform what curriculum they will use with my child in 
Language Arts and Mathematics?  SEAL teachers will use their assessment of students’ prior 
knowledge and skill levels and their knowledge of students as individuals to determine which 
curriculum will best match the interests, learning styles and challenge levels of each student.   
 

  


