
Report to School Council – May 5, 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians: 

 

I have to start by saying it is a little strange to be writing a School Council Report in an empty school!   

Much of what I would include in this monthly report has been sent to parents in numerous communications 
from the Elementary Campus.  As you know, since our closure, ordered March 16, 2020, the EC has been 
delivering student programming online.  This has been a huge paradigm shift for students, parents and 
teachers alike.   
 
Alberta Education directed us to deliver 5 hours per week of Language Arts and Mathematics programming 
to students.  (https://www.alberta.ca/student-learning-during-covid-19.aspx)  Knowing our students well, we 
further directed our teachers to also provide programming in all other subject areas.  Mrs. Thomas Groot 
created the Create Your Own Adventure (CYOA) model and our teachers have worked extremely hard 
developing the materials, learning the technology and delivering it to families via PowerLearn.  
 
Everything seems to be working as well as can be expected.  Teachers are now having half or all class 
meetings via Google Meet so that students can see and hear from each other and their teachers.  CYOA 
appears to be meeting people’s needs.  Parents, guardians and students are reminded to choose 
whichever option works best for them in their family’s current situation.  If what is being provided seems a 
little much, please focus on the Language Arts and Mathematics activities.  As you might expect, we are 
hearing from families that there is not enough work and there is too much work.  Please feel free to balance 
the work with your family’s reality.   
 
Teachers are available by phone and email.  Please remember the requested limits for communication so 
that teachers have the opportunity to connect with all families requesting interviews.   
 
In addition, our Student Services is offering supports for those who need them.  Thanks to the vision and 
commitment of our Westmount’s senior leadership people, we found a way to secure our Teaching and 
Learning Assistants (TLAs) for the remainder of the school year, so our twice exceptional (2E) students will 
continue to be supported as usual.   
 
This week, May 4 – 8, in addition to their regular content and work, teachers are being asked to develop 
and record themselves presenting lessons either by audio or video.  The following week, May 11 – 15, all 
teachers will be expected to present video instruction to students, and Math classes are expected to meet. 
The following week, Language Arts classes will also meet.    
 
In addition to the content and work being created by teachers, we are maintaining as many fun activities as 
we can.  For example, this week (May 4 – 8): 
 

• Monday is Star Wars themed,  
• Tuesday is Sports Day, so everyone is encouraged to wear their favorite jerseys,  
• Wednesday is Westmount Wear Day,  

https://www.alberta.ca/student-learning-during-covid-19.aspx


• Thursday is May-loween Day, so we hope to see lots of costume and dress up photos, and  
• Friday is Crazy Hair Day, and there will also be a 60 Minute Kids Club Challenge.  Stay tuned for 

suggestions regarding how to participate in the Kids Club Challenge.  
• This is also Fairness Week, so parents might find examples of fairness at home, or in the 

immediate community, and discuss them with their children.    
 

The ECPL Padlet Page will feature photos of everyone taking part in these special events designed to keep 
our school spirits high!    
 
We are really interested in collecting anecdotes and photos of your families and children engaged in 
“school at home” activities.  Please feel free to share them with your kids’ teachers.   
 
We are actively planning scenarios for when we receive clearance to have students return to school.  As 
you know, classes will not resume this year, but both campuses remain open.  Administrative and office 
staff are still present, and we are busy looking at what things can look like when everyone returns.  Covid 
19 is teaching us to plan flexibly as we don’t know exactly what the future will look like.  While I think 
everyone would like schools to reopen to students, a SAFE return to normal is our #1 priority.  
 
Take care and stay safe!  Happy Mother’s Day!  (Kids and dads, don’t forget!) 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Hal Curties, Principal 


