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"I don't think anybody can grow unless he really is accepted exactly how he is." —Fred Rogers 
 
School Happenings 
 
Social Media – Part 1 
Westmount Mid High is now on Social media! In an effort to expand our communications about 
events, notices and celebrations of all things Westmount we have launched accounts on two 
different social media platforms. You can now find us: 
 
On twitter: @WCSMidHigh  
On Instagram: wcsmidhigh_official 
 

 
 
Social Media – Part 2 
 
Administration at the Mid High have noticed an increase in students encountering negative 
interactions through social media of late. We would like to remind students and their families 
that we all can help make our online community safe, caring and welcoming for everyone. If you 
are looking for ideas regarding cyber bullying and the positive roles parents and guardians can 
play, please check out the link below. 
 
https://mediasmarts.ca/sites/mediasmarts/files/tip-sheet/tipsheet_guide_cyberbullying.pdf 
 
 
 

https://mediasmarts.ca/sites/mediasmarts/files/tip-sheet/tipsheet_guide_cyberbullying.pdf
https://twitter.com/WCSMidHigh
https://www.instagram.com/wcsmidhigh_official/


 
Bruce Horak 
Westmount was excited to have all our students interact and listen to Bruce Horak on February 
5th and & 6th. His story is one of resilience and positive thinking that has resonated with 
audience worldwide.  
Bruce Horak began painting portraits in 2011 in response to the question, "How Do You See?" 
Having lost over 90% of his eyesight to a childhood Cancer, Horak has navigated the world of 
the fully-sighted his entire life.  Bilateral Retinoblastoma (R.B.) is a cancer which appears on the 
retina of the eyes, the treatment of which left Horak completely blind in one eye, with extreme 
tunnel-vision, light sensitivity, floaters, and a cataract in the remaining eye.  For the past 20 
years, Horak has pursued a career in the performing arts and has won numerous awards for his 
performance, writing, direction, and creation.   He has performed across Canada, the United 
States and throughout Europe.   
 
Bruce’s presentation involved telling of his own personal story, an exploration of the death of 
Tom Thompson all while he paints the audience as way of sharing how he sees the world. Here 
are the four paintings he made of our Westmount students (they are currently available for 
viewing in the Learning Commons)  
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Grade 9 & 10 
 

 
 



Grade 11 & 12 

 
 
 
Science Fair 
The students did a great job and many judges were able to be recruited to help provide much 
needed feedback. 
 
There are many people I would like to thank for our successful fair as I would definitely not 
have been able to do without the support. 
 
Greg Earle for being the lead, getting the food, organizing the students, running science club. 
Kathleen Shykula for posting all the calls for judges.  We were short but we still managed to 
make it happen. 
Susan Goerzen for all the goodies to give to the judges. 
Martin Atkinson for transporting tables, goodies, set up. 
Cathleen Bloxham and Nancy Kinniburgh for fielding all the calls from parents, judges, 
students.  As well, as making sure the students are marked excused. 
Murphy McMaster and Karen Wilson for all the hours and muscles with set up, take down, 
positive messages, and clean up. 
Administration who lent a listening ear, who supported the students, and who promoted the 
event. 
My gr. 6 team members – who supported my classroom and all the different things I needed to 
get done. 
All of the staff for supporting our students in showcasing their interest and excitement today! 
 



Here are our top projects we are sending to the Calgary Youth Science Fair in April. 
 
Devan G. – Blue Energy 
Krishiv G. – Future of Drones 
Maya R. and Adonia L. - Antibiotic Substitutes 
Shravan S. – Can we create a better alternative to produce labeling that is eco-friendly? 
Piaoyi W. – Mpemba Effect 
Sage G. - Colour Psychology 
Brenna G. – Paw Reference in Pets 
Kimia S. – Global Warming 
Mahad F. - Oxidation in Apples 
 
Pranav P. – Keystrokes to generate electricity 
Antarcia W. – Stroop Effect 
Faria F. Early Intervention: Improves Children’s Mental Health 
Isha A. – What formulas work best for hydroponic plants 
Hareem F. – Does multitasking boost efficiency 
Anisa P. Arianna H. – How does different features help someone become attractive 
Liz K. – Brainpowered prosthetics 
Luca O. – Biomagnefication and bioaccumulation 
Maitri S. – Synaptic Zinc with mice 
Paul M. and Royce K.i – Ethical hacking 
Allan C. – Low cost mesh network communication on a system 
Parthiv M.and Ryan L. – Computation 
Sophia L. – Developing wildfire resilience in trees 
Monica L. – ILTV Vaccines in birds 
 



 

 



UPCOMING EVENTS 
Course Selections 
Throughout the month of March, Student Services and Administration will be meeting with 
students currently in grade 6 through 11 to discuss course selection for the 2020-2021 school 
year.  Course selection for students will open Thursday, March 12th and close Friday, March 
20th.  In order to complete course selection, students will need to have their PowerSchool login 
and password, which can be obtained from their SOURCE teacher. 
 
Course selection presentations to students will be held: 
 
Gr 6 into 7 (March 6th 8:30 - 9:50 Cafeteria) 
Gr 7 into 8 (March 12th - 9:50 - 10:30 Cafeteria) 
Gr 8 into 9 (March 10th 9:50-10:30 Learning Commons)   
Gr 9 into 10 (March 4th 9:50-10:30 Learning Commons) 
Gr 10 into 11, (March 3rd 9:50-10:30 Learning Commons) 
Gr 11 into 12 (March 2nd 9:50 - 10:30 Learning Commons) 
 
What will be highlighted: 

• Core and Complementary Courses potentially offered for 2020-2021 
*Course selection is an important process for mid-high, as we make decisions on what to 
offer based on demand.  If demand for a course is high based on course selection, we do 
our best to accommodate. Alternatively, if demand is low, we reduce classes and 
staffing.  Thus, while advertised in the course selection process, courses will be offered 
only if enrollment supports.  

• Important transition information for 8 to 9, as well as 9 into 10.   
• For current grade 9 - 11’s, graduation requirements and potential post-secondary 

requirements will be discussed. 
 
In addition to course selection presentations, students going into grades 9 - 12, who have 
questions, are encouraged to drop-in during lunch hour in Student Services as follows: 

• Grade 10 & 11: March 2-12 
• Grade 8 & 9: March 9-12 

Course Fair: March 9, 2020 in the gym - A showcase of the potential complimentary classes 
for 2020-2021 

• Grade 6-8: 9am-9:50am 
• Grade 9-11: 9:50am-10:30am 

 
Course selection forms and course handbooks for all grades will be available on our school 
website in March, under https://www.westmountcharter.com/grade-5-12-programming/ 
 

https://www.westmountcharter.com/grade-5-12-programming/
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