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Principal’s Report to School Council  
November 2019 
 
 
 
Music Room News  
Remembrance Day Assembly, Nov 7th at 11:00AM.  Each grade will perform a song in the 
assembly. 

 
The week of November 25 is “Show Your Musical Talents” in music class. 

 
Ms. Stovell 
 
November in the Learning Commons 
The month begins by hosting the Scholastic Book Fair in the LC.   

 
Computational thinking is the focus for November.  All students K-4 will develop computation 
thinking and coding skills through unplugged coding activities and by using code-a-pillar (K) and 
Scratch (1-4) programs.   

 
Grade 3/4 Global Read Aloud book club continues.   
The Calgary Public Library will bring programming to the LC for both kindergarten and grade 4 
classes.  Kindergarten students will each receive a special edition Kindergarten 19/20 CPL card 
and grade 4 students will participate in the info investigators program which focuses on 
accessing and using verified, trusted information for online research from student friendly 
sources.     
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The Grade 4’s will also have a virtual visit from Canadian author Richard Scrimger!   
 

 
Mrs. Bagnall and Mrs. Wells 
 
Student Services 
Student Services is coordinating the Character Counts Program and in November we will be 
focusing on Fairness, which is the Orange Pillar in the program. Classroom lessons focusing on 
fairness, giving out fairness awards and stickers and an Orange House Challenge are activities 
that will be taking place throughout the school. 
 
In October, Student Services started to provide ‘pull out’ groups for extra support in the areas of 
"friendship" and "respect.”  These will continue throughout November. 

 
Ms. Hughes and Mrs. Rostad 
 
Kindergarten 
In November, classes will continue to explore autumn through the five senses.   
The focus this month will be on plants, animals and adaptations as the seasons 
change.  Teachers will aim to have students' interests determine which 
plants/animals/adaptations are studied in greater detail.     
Kindergarten classes will participate in an in-school program about Adaptations by the Alberta 
Institute for Wildlife Conservation on November 20 & 21.  

 
Kindergarten teachers are conducting assessments and observing student learning styles in 
preparation for regrouping students for Language Arts beginning in December. 
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Mrs. Anderson, Mrs. Hamilton, Mrs. Meier, Mrs. Fontana 
Grade 1 
November will be a short, yet very busy month for the students in grade one! Throughout the 
beginning of the month our classes focused on the importance of Remembrance Day by 
completing in-class activities and engaging in a variety of discussions. Physical activity moves 
off campus this month, as the students participate in swimming.  

 
After Fall Break, our school spent a week focusing on Bully Awareness as this is National Bully 
Awareness week.   All classes will work on lessons that focus on developing and maintaining 
friendships; a very important part of our grade one program.  As we move into the end of 
November, the grade ones will focus on the Social Studies unit, Celebrations and Traditions and 
prepare for a field trip! We will spend a half-day in Heritage Park to experience a “Schoolhouse 
Christmas” where children will discover what school was like in the past. Students will compare 
their experience at Heritage Park to the traditions and celebrations they engage in throughout 
this time of year. This unit will culminate with a family potluck for an opportunity to learn about 
each other’s cultures.  

 
 
Mrs. Aucoin, Mrs. Hans, Ms. Young, Mrs. Walsh 
 
Grade 2 
The Grade 2s will be going swimming in November.  We have been working on a unit 
about Canada and will now be learning about one of the unique communities in 
Canada.  Classes will soon visit Fort Calgary to learn how Calgary has changed over time. 

 
Students will take part in a Health Conference during the week of November 3rd.  For the 
conference, students will visit all Grade 2 teachers to participate in Healthy Living activities. 
  
Mrs. Coulthard, Mrs. Eldridge, Mrs. Venugopal, Mrs. Dodd, Mrs. Wilson 



4 
 

 
 
Grade 3 
We will be starting our Hearing and Sound Science unit.  In addition, we will begin the Quality of 
Life in Social Studies.  During Language Arts, most of us will be working on proper paragraph 
structure and will begin story writing.  Mrs. Martin’s Math group is going to be starting Mental 
Math in November. 
 
We are working on our Jane Goodall Institute project, which supports our veterans by raising 
awareness and collecting for the Veteran’s Food Bank.  We are doing a collective art project as 
a grade three group, which will have students rotating through classrooms to complete a 
Remembrance Day art project.  

 
Swimming is coming up as well!  
 
Mrs. Martin, Ms. Rizzuto, Mrs. Leong, Mrs., Oke, Ms. Hume 
 
Grade 4 
Has been busily preparing for Remembrance Day  

• 4ABE & 4Hogg are preparing a poem to read at the Remembrance Day assembly 
• Will be creating an art studio with Remembrance Day art to decorate the stairwell on 

Nov. 6 
• Had a visit from a veteran of the Canadian Armed Forces in preparation for 

Remembrance Day.  He shared his experiences as a soldier with our students. 
And… 

• Info Investigators starts in in the Learning Commons in November for Grade 4. 
• We will meet Richard Scrimger at our author skype visit on Nov. 22. 
• 4ABE “Alberta Tomorrow” Presentation on Nov. 28 
• Jane Goodall Institute project planning is beginning. 
• Swimming will be happening during the last 2 weeks of November.  

 
Mrs. Ball-Eistetter, Ms. Avey, Ms. Hodder, Mrs. Taylor, Mrs. Hogg 
 
Admin Team 
A big thanks to everyone who took a few moments to complete the September Start-up Survey.  
We have had a chance to look through the results.  Here are a few key findings: 

• Among respondents, there seems to be a high degree – 99.33% satisfaction with how 
the first few weeks of school went.   

• There was 91.34% satisfaction with our first day process.  94.24% of those who 
attended Meet the Teacher night expressed satisfaction with that event.   

• Satisfaction with homeroom communication is also high at 83.89%.  We will continue to 
look for ways to make communication more effective. 
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• A few suggestions were received regarding how students receive school supplies.  We 
will follow up on those as well.   

 
We had a well attended Kindergarten parent session on October 30.  Kindy parents had a 
chance to get to know one another, learn a little more about fostering from the Inside Out, 
Student Services and to exchange experiences of having gifted children. Many thanks to School 
Council for organizing and leading this event.  Our intention is to plan more similar events for all 
EC parents.   
 
As always, a quick safety note to parents dropping off and picking up students at the EC.  
Please be mindful of cyclists as you pull away from the drop off area on 29 Street NW.  Also, 
please do not park in the alleyways near the school when you are dropping off or picking up.   
 
Halloween Howl was really a Howl.  Our students and staff were suitably scary and hilarious in 
their costumes, and everyone seemed to have a great time! The parade of costumes at the 
assembly is always a highlight of the year.   
 

“An essential part of nurturing acceptance of others is helping your children 
accept and even enjoy their own differences.  Gifted children who feel at peace 
with their own individuality will be open and accepting of what makes others 
unique.  Consider ways you as a family can encourage acceptance of your 
children’s differences.  You can include such areas as:  
• Family interactions 
• Points of view 
• Different likes/dislikes 
• Preferences in food, music, or clothing; or 
• Interests and activities.” 

 
Joan Franklin Smutny, in Parenting Gifted Children, 2011 

 
Enjoy the November Break (November 11-15.)  

 
Mr. Curties, Mrs. Thomas Groot 


