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October 2019 
 
What a weather shock we’ve had over the weekend!  Hopefully, things will return to “normal” quickly and we will 
enjoy nice fall weather!  Apologies for the late report, as I have been under the weather myself! 
 
Terry Fox Day 
By all accounts, the Terry Fox Day event was hugely successful, in spite of the fact that the weather did not cooperate 
with us.  It seems the Westmount spirit strong and impervious to the elements. The theme of this year’s Terry Fox Day 
was “Be Like Terry!” Many thanks to all of the parent volunteers who helped make this day the standout success that 
it was.  A huge thanks to the Terry Fox Day planning committee!   
 
Photo Day 
Speaking of many thanks to parent volunteers, we were grateful to have the help of very capable parents on the 
September 17 Photo Day.  The Lifetouch photographers complimented our volunteers on their organization and 
efficiency, and our staff and students on their tremendous cooperation.  The day went very smoothly! 
 
Pick Up and Drop-off Tips 
When dropping students off in the morning, please make note of a couple of requests.  Your cooperation with these 
requests will make drop off safer for everyone and more convenient.  

1.) Please do not stop or park on the corner of 5 Ave NW and 31 Street NW.  This causes cars making the turn from 
31 Street NW onto 5 Ave NW to have to swing wide around a parked vehicle, into oncoming traffic.   

2.) If using the Hug and Go zone in front of the school, please say good by to your students while they are in the 
car, have them exit the vehicle on the sidewalk side, and move on so that the next person can use the Hug and 
Go zone.  Please do not park and/or exit your vehicle.   

3.) Just a quick reminder that both staff parking lots are not to be used to drop off or pick up students.  This is a 
very unsafe practice. 

 
Welcome to our Student Teachers 
The Elementary Campus (EC) is happy to host student teachers from Ambrose University, Mount Royal University and 
the Werklund School of Education (U of C).  Schools play a vital role in the training and mentorship of new teachers.  
We are happy to do this.  It is also to Westmount’s advantage to ensure that there is a pool of qualified teachers with 
knowledge and experience in Fostering Gifted Education from the Inside Out as we fulfill our staffing needs in the 
future.   
 
Fire, Bad Weather and Lockdown Drills 
We had our first drills of the year in September.  Occupational Health and Safety requires us to have a certain number 
of these drills during the year.  A combination of excellent staff leadership and student cooperation made these drills 
highly successful.  We try to maintain a high level of school readiness without causing undue stress and worry for our 
students.   Please take a moment to congratulate your students on their excellent cooperation in these drills.   
 
Orange Shirt Day 
As an important part of our role in the reconciliation process, EC students observed Orange Shirt Day on September 
30, to remember and honour those Indigenous students who were forced to endure the hardships of the residential 
school system.  It is important that Canadians learn about and appreciate mistakes of the past so as not to repeat 
them.  Our students were presented with information and tool part in activities appropriate to their age and sensitivities.   



 
Lost and Found 
Our Lost and Found has been moved to the hallway where the Dusty Rose Gym and Student Services is found.  Please 
check the Lost and Found for items your children may have left behind or misplaced.  We will donate unclaimed items 
at regular times during the year.   
 
Drama Auditions 
Auditions for the annual drama production took place today for students in grades 3 and 4.  The annual play is always 
a huge success, both in terms of the quality of the productions and the huge, positive effects it has on the students 
who take part in them.   
 
The Run Club 
The final race of the season will take place on Wednesday, October 2.  Our students have done an amazing job of 
training and competing this year.  Many thanks to our fine young athletes, and to the staff and parents who have 
supported them.   
 
Westmount Washapalooza! 
With the cold and flu season upon us, we are happy to continue the tradition of Westmount Washapalooza, which will 
take place between October 21 and 25.  Stay tuned for further details.   
 
Inside Out Day 
Another fine Westmount Tradition is Inside Out day, where students get a chance to explore the innate characteristics 
they have and share with others at the school.  Many activities and opportunities to learn and share are planned.  Again, 
please stay tuned for further details.   
 
Coffee Talks 
Periodically throughout the year, we host what is called “Coffee Talk.”  This is typically held on a Friday morning, from 8:45AM to 
10:00AM.  Sponsored by the School Council, it is hosted by their parent engagement person.  It is a time for conversation between 
parents and the Admin Team.  Typically, 15 – 25 parents attend.  This year’s dates are:  October 18, November 29, February 7, 
April 17 and May 29.  We warmly invite you to attend any or all of these conversations if you are free at these times.   
 
The Importance of Volunteering for School Council. 
As always, we thank the many parents who support our students on a day to bay basis.  It is important, as well, that 
parents try to find a small amount of time to support the work of School Council.  Our council works hard to support the 
professional learning of our staff, to provide classroom supplies for each of our classes, to ensure that each class has 
the resources to take part in meaningful field trips and to assist in the acquisition of important equipment.  Were it not 
for the fine work of School Council, our students would either not have the many opportunities they do, or we would 
have to regularly go to parents for money to cover the costs of extra activities.  Please help Westmount continue to be 
the special place it is for your gifted students by supporting the work of School Council.   
Happy October, everyone.  Hopefully it will warm up! 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Hal Curties, Principal 

 


