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Report to School Council - June 2019 

 

 

FROM THE ADMIN TEAM 

As the year begins to wind down, we need to pause for a second and ask, “Where the heck did the year go??!”  It 
seems only a very short while ago I was writing the Admin Team’s message for September.  It has been a rich year, 
filled with fun learning, a rewarding sense of discovery, a few tears and plenty of laughter, and a strong sense of 
community.  At the end of every year, there are so many people to thank.  This year is no different.  Here goes: 

1. I would like to thank an incredible group of teachers and specialists.  Working with our little gifted people is 
a reward all on its own, but it is work that demands a lot of energy – physical, mental and emotional.  I am 
thrilled to see how the staff has embraced the Inside Out approach to working with our students.  They know 
our kids so well and do their very best to meet their needs. 

2. I would like to express my gratitude to our truly amazing and supportive corps of TLAs.  They personify the 
term, “above and beyond.”   

3. Our office staff, whom I hear welcome parents and students into the office everyday, provide Band-Aids and 
snacks and warm words of encouragement and comfort to those who aren’t having their best days. 

4. Our support staff.  From maintaining the website and communications to helping students and teaching staff 
in the Learning Commons, to making sure our technology stays functional, our support staff keeps the wheels 
turning. 

5. The incredible team of caretakers who keep the school clean – often after everyone is gone and there is no 
one to notice their hard work.   

6. We salute the small army of lunchroom supervisors who make sure our children are safe, a myriad of small 
teacher jobs get done, the photocopiers are stocked, and so much more.   

7. We are grateful for the Board Office staff who keep Westmount Charter School on a straight and steady path.  
Eight, our Charter Board members, for their wisdom, support and oversight.   

8. Finally, we express our unending gratitude to our parents.  Being parents ourselves, we know and appreciate 
the extent of the day to day commitments each of you lovingly and graciously maintains every day.  We 
appreciate you for the many hours of volunteer time and the generous donations you provide to the school.  
A special thanks to those parents who make up the School Council.  Your gifts to us are many, and they 
provide our students with the vital enrichment so needed by our gifted learners.   

We wish good luck and smooth sailing to Mrs. Landu, Mrs. Osborne, and very quickly in the fall, Mrs. Hagan, who will 
be away from us enjoying their new babies.  Congratulations on your new family members! 

We say good bye to two of our valued TLAs: Ms. Danielle Bernardin is off to begin the journey that will lead to her 
becoming an inspirational teacher – maybe at Westmount if we are lucky.  And to Mrs. Kristi Slemko, whose knowledge 
and empathy have been a great support to many of our students.    
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Last, but certainly not least, we wish to honour and thank Mrs. Bev Lynch, who is embarking on a richly deserved 
retirement after 23 years of tireless teaching at Westmount Charter School.  Mrs. Lynch is one of Westmount’s original 
staff members, having started with the school at its inception as ABC Charter School.  She is a true friend and hero to 
the gifted community, and we wish for her a relaxing retirement – hoping, of course, that she will show up from time 
to time as a substitute teacher.   

For those who may be interested, here are some suggestions for books you might look at over the summer.  We 
haven’t read them all, and so cannot endorse them without reservation, but they do look interesting: 

• The Social and Emotional Lives of Gifted Children, by Tracy Cross 
• Parenting Gifted Children, by Donald Treffinger, Tracy Inman, Jennifer Jolly and Joan Smutny. 
• Letting Go of Perfectionism: Overcoming Perfectionism in Kids, by Jill Adelson and Hope Wilson 
• Understanding Your Gifted Child from the Inside Out, by James Delisle 

Please let us know if any of these books speaks to you and may be enlightening for other parents.   

Have a great summer.  We look forward to welcoming you all back in September.  Safe travels! 

FROM KINDERGARTEN 

May was a busy month in Kindergarten learning more about cycles found in nature. As we learnt about the life cycle 
of plants and butterflies, students planted seeds and made observations as they grew and we watched our 
caterpillars build their chrysalises and change into butterflies. A highlight of the month was our Spring walk. 
Kindergarten students have journeyed through a year-long exploration of the seasons and our Spring walk was yet 
another opportunity to use their five senses to compare and contrast the seasons and connect with the community 
and with nature. Students planted pumpkins, beets, tomatoes and pollinator friendly flowers in the Parkdale 
Community Garden and Chantal Chagnon from Cree8 joined us to share the importance on the Land 
Acknowledgment and some First Nations drumming and songs.   
 
In June, kindergarten studies will focus on community, community helpers and how to stay safe in the community. 
We will learn that a community is a place where people live, work and play and we will investigate all that goes on in 
a community. Kindergarten classes will take our last field trip to Safety City where we will participate in a pedestrian 
safety program and learn all about the different traffic and pedestrian signs in our community. 
 
Our Kindergarten students should be extremely proud of their first year as Westmount students. Our year was full of 
exploration, growth and inspiring discoveries. We are looking forward to our June graduation ceremonies where we 
can celebrate everything these amazing students have accomplished this year! 
  

FROM GRADE 1 

The Grade Ones have had an amazing year of learning, growing and discovering!  In June, we will be continuing with 
our alphabet “Countdown to Summer Calendar” with special days such as: Potluck Picnic Day, Water Gun Day and 
Extreme Playground Fun Day!  The excitement continues as we draw near to our final field trip of the year.  At the 
Science Centre, we will enjoy the Ecosystems Engineers and explore our natural world using the tools of real scientists! 
Students will explore ecosystems and solve problems the way scientists do.  In this highly experiential workshop, 
students engage their senses, learn about the needs of plants and animals and test their creativity by building a mini 
habitat using natural materials as well as explore the 5 galleries and outdoor Brainium connecting directly to the topic 
of “Building Things” in the science curriculum.  Last, but not least, we look forward to the legendary Sports Day event 
with bbq lunch to salute the end of a fantastic school year!  Thank you for joining us and keeping up with our journey. 
- Happy Summer! 
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FROM GRADE 2 

In June, teachers will be wrapping up their various final units of work and there are many interesting prospects for the 
Grade Two’s.  Mrs Dodd’s class have baby chicks which they are learning about how to care for and she kindly allows 
any students to visit and hold.  All Grade Two’s will have a fun day at Weaselhead on June 10 learning about Small, 
Crawling and Flying Animals and go on a Nature Scavenger Hunt!  We also have Sports Day with a BBQ on the 21st 
which we always look forward to.  As if that wasn’t exciting enough, an awesome Playground Prowl day is set for June 
25th where we visit our 2 Parkdale community playgrounds with a break at school and freezies in between (if the 
weather is agreeable of course) AND to wrap it up we celebrate with a year-end pool party on the last day of school!  It 
should be a great end to a wonderful year in grade 2! 

 

FROM GRADE 3 

The grade 3 students really enjoyed watching their butterflies go through their stages of life. Each class had the 
opportunity to release their butterflies and watch them fly away. What a great hands on learning opportunity! The 4 
classes also enjoyed their presentation from the Calgary zoo about the Swift Fox. It was very engaging and informative, 
our students are ready to make a difference to protect biodiversity in Alberta! Recorders are in full swing, and the 
hallways haven’t been too noisy! In June, students have some exciting things to look forward to. We will be finishing 
off our Animal Lifecycles unit with our trip to the zoo. Alice in Wonderland performances are coming up, and some of 
our grade 3 students have been working hard on this all year. The rest of the students can’t wait to watch their hard 
work pay off. Finally, we will finish off the school year with a day of fun, outside, for our sports day! 

 

FROM GRADE 4 

As we get ready to wrap up the school year, the grade 4’s are focusing on getting ready to move up the hill next year.  
We are looking forward to our rite of passage trip to Kamp Kiwanis as an opportunity to build teamwork and 
community spirit in our kids.  Looking back over the year we can see just how much our students have grown 
physically, academically and emotionally.  We are all extremely proud of how hard they have worked over the year, 
the obstacles they have overcome and the new skills they have gained. We wish every one of our students all the best 
at the Mid-High next year and success in all their future endeavors.  Have a great summer!     

 

FROM STUDENT SERVICES 

This month, our Student Services Team would like to thank our parent community for the tremendous support you’ve 
shown our department.  Over the course of the 2018/19 school year, we’ve managed to make some meaningful 
headway in how we support students, families and our teachers.  In classrooms we continue to provide lessons and 
tips for both our zones, superflex and virtues programs and add to our reset bins and spaces.  We also restructured 
our EAL delivery model and invited teachers to trial our new EAL bins in their classrooms.   Through small group and 
individual support, our team was able to provide targeted services to approximately 100 students.  Working together 
we all can make a difference in meeting our students’ needs from the INSIDE OUT.   

Transitioning from one school year to the next can be a difficult time for students, parents and teachers alike.  In the 
month of June, teachers have been asked to focus on reviewing the language, skills and strategies learned throughout 
the year to fill their student’s toolboxes with strategies that they find effective in helping them to move through the 
Zones.  As the summer approaches we will continue to review the zones by creating our own visual representations 
of a ‘ToolBox’ in order to help with regulation.  Teachers will be watching for students who are effectively asking for 
and using their tools in order to get a ‘you used a tool’ certificate.  At home, try watching for your children to use their 
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zones tools to help them stay regulated during this exciting time of the year.  Print the image below to encourage 
students to utilize their strategies! 

 

This year, we continued to demonstrate our virtuous behavior.  By being virtuous, our behavior positively impacts the 
greater school community.  Congratulations and thank you to everyone for being virtue role models! 

June is the month of school spirit and the house colour is Yellow! 

Our last virtue for the month of June is: 

Spirit:  full of energy and enthusiasm as in the term “spirited”.  Ferdinand the Bull by Munro Leaf is a true classic with 
a timeless message, The Story of Ferdinand has enchanted readers since it was first published in 1936. All the other 
bulls would run and jump and butt their heads together. But Ferdinand would rather sit and smell the flowers. And 
he does just that, until the day a bumblebee and some men from the Madrid bullfights give gentle Ferdinand a chance 
to be the most ferocious star of the corrida—and the most unexpected comic hero. 

 

Wishing you all the best for a relaxing and fun filled summer from our team to yours, 

Mrs. Nicole Brayton, Ms. Kelilah Hughes, Mrs. Heather Lofthouse, Mrs. Robyn Hamilton, Mrs. Jackie Kondrat, Mrs. 
Jacqueline Mercer-Livesey, Mrs. Madhu Ramdaursingh, Mrs. Annika Stein–Harries, Mrs. Kristi Slemko, Ms. Danielle 
Bernardin and Mrs. Maureen Stenning 

 

FROM MUSIC 

What an amazing year!!  The music room has been filled with glorious sounds all year!  From the Bug Step to the 
Nutcracker to Peter and the Wolf, to playing a variety of percussion instruments, to writing a rap & hip hop dance, to 
drumming traditional West African Pieces, rhythms, games, songs and stories, to playing recorders.  Definitely a year 
to remember!  Thank-You to all the wonderful students at WCS, for making it a fabulous year!  Looking forward to the 
2019-2020 school year! Have a great summer!     

 

 

 



5 
 

FROM PE 

Gaga Ball 

Thanks to Casino funds, the elementary campus was able to purchase an inflatable Gaga Court.  All students were 
introduced to the game during the week of May 27th.  Gaga is a fast paced, high energy sport played in an octagonal 
pit. The more players the better! The game is played with a soft utility ball, and combines the skills of dodging, striking, 
running, and jumping, while trying to hit opponents with a ball below the knees. Players need to keep moving to avoid 
getting hit by the ball. Fun and easy, everyone gets a serious workout. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jump Rope for Heart 

Jump Rope for Heart was another huge success this year. Although we are still waiting for the total amount raised, 
our online total alone was an incredible $10, 835.00! This exceeded our school goal of $10,000.  Total funds raised 
and prizes will be delivered/shared to the school in the coming weeks. Thank you to all families who supported this 
great cause. 

Intramurals 

The Wheelie Ball league wrapped up on Wednesday, May 29th with a very exciting championship game between Team 
FBI and the Predators.  This game took place over 2 lunch recesses as the two teams were so evenly matched that 
we had to go into overtime. Great sportsmanship and healthy competitive play was demonstrated by all 
players.  Congrats to all Wheelie Ball participants for a great winter season. 

 

 

 

 

1st Place – Predators 
2nd Place – FBI 

3rd Place – Deadly Donuts 
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Sports Day is Friday, June 21st! 

Sports stations will run from 9am-11:00 and it will include K-6 students.  Gr 7 and 8 leaders will be 
running the stations.  The elementary campus will end the morning with a complimentary M&M BBQ and 
a movie afternoon.  There will be no pancake breakfast at the elementary campus this year.  The Mid-
High will be hosting it earlier in June so all the High School students can be part of it before their exam 
break.  

 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 


