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REPORT TO SCHOOL COUNCIL – MAY 2019 
 
From the Admin Team 
 
Wow!  The year is winding down quickly!   
 
We are busily planning the 2019-2020 year.  As always, the school will be full, and we will have some new faces – from 
Kindergarten to Grade 4 as well as some new staff members.  On May 8, at 6:00 PM, we will welcome new families 
into the Westmount Community!  
 
We will discontinue our evening Coffee Talks.  We scheduled two of them this year, however, due to limited 
participation (our kids keep us busy in the evening!) we will go back to just the morning ones.  Speaking of Coffee 
Talks, our last one will be held in the Staff Room on June 7, from 8:45 AM to 10:00 AM.  If you have questions or 
concerns that you would like to discuss with the admin team, this is a good forum for that.  Thanks to our amazing 
School Council, there will be coffee and snacks as there are every Coffee Talk.   
 

 
 
From PE 
Students have been very busy in PE learning the game of pickle ball; a game that uses a mixture of the skills and rules 
from badminton, tennis and table tennis.  This was a great unit to work on hand eye coordination while striking an 
object with a smaller racquet. The track and field unit is currently taking place as we transition to outdoor PE.  All 
students will review the fundamental movement skills of running, jumping and throwing during this unit, but also 
challenging these skills in various ways. 
 
Jump Rope for Heart Campaign has officially begun! 
On Thursday, April 25th we had our Jump Rope for Heart kick off assembly.  Jump Rope for Heart is more than a day 
to celebrate raising funds for critical research that’s saving lives, preventing heart disease and stroke, and 
supporting survivors and their families. We also help to: 

• Motivate kids to get active. 
• Reinforce healthy habits like healthy eating and physical activity. 
• Teach the importance of social responsibility and helping others in the community and across Canada. 
• Empower kids to make a difference by supporting a good cause. 
• Boost school spirit. 

Our campaign will run from Thursday, April 25th until Friday, May 17th. Jump Event will be held on Thursday, May 
16th. Throughout the campaign, students will learn about Heart Health in homeroom and learn/develop the skill of 
skipping in Phys. Ed. class. Information packages have gone home with any interested students.  It is strongly 
encouraged to sign up online. 
 

1) Go to www.jumpropeforheart.ca.  
2) Join Westmount Charter Elementary. 
3) Set up fundraising page. 

 
 
 

Just a quick, friendly reminder that we have a Hug and Go zone in front of the school now.  
From 8:00-9:00 AM and 3:00-4:00 PM parents are expected to quickly drop off and pick up 
their children.  So that more parents can use this Hug and Go zone, please don’t leave your car 
to bring someone into the school.   
 

http://www.jumpropeforheart.ca/
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From the Learning Commons 
Last month grade four students had an exciting virtual visit from engineer and author Josh Funk.  We were lucky to 
get a preview his new book How to Code a Rollercoaster that comes out next fall.    Grade three students virtually 
toured the Alberta Institute for Wildlife Conservation facility to learn about how AIWC helps animals return to the 
wild after an injury.   
 
In May, all grade one and two students will have virtual visits with Longwood Gardens in Pennsylvania to extend on 
classroom learning themes.  We are thrilled to take part in TD Canada Children’s Book Week by hosting author Nadia 
L. Hohn for an interactive presentation for all grade one and two classes.   Kindergarten students will have a turn to 
tour the Alberta Institute for Wildlife Conservation at the end of the month.    
 
During scheduled learning commons visits, students (K-4) will be using a variety of technology applications to create 
presentations.    The LC will also be hosting several book club events this month:   

• Grade 3/4 May the 4th book club; 
• Grade 4 Lost Track of Time book club; and  
• Grade 2 Nate the Great & the Hungry Book Club. 

 
Westmount Charter School Elementary students select their Top 10 Book Series: 

1.       Harry Potter 
2.       Diary of a Wimpy Kid 
3.       Wings of Fire 
4.       Owl Diaries 
5.       Geronimo Stilton 
6.       Big Nate 
7.       Warriors 
8.       A Series of Unfortunate Events 
9.       Dogman 
10.     Dork Diaries 

 
From Grade 1 
The Grade Ones and their teachers have been enjoying the new energy of the change of seasons with a bounce in 
their feet with the beginning of spring!  This bounce will serve them well in the Jump Rope for Heart challenge, where 
they continue to skip their little hearts out and take on the challenge of gaining pledges to promote research in heart 
health.  Another highlight of May is continuing to learn about the needs of plants and making observations of seed 
growth.  Each grade one class has been focusing on our Jane Goodall Institute project focusing on various themes: 
bees (1A & 1H), burrowing owls (1O) and hares (1R).  We are looking forward to see how our projects unfold tying 
together the social studies and science curriculum and showcase our learning during the upcoming parent fair!  We 
will also be headed to the Blackfoot Crossing Historical Park!  We will learn about the interesting story of the tipi, the 
purpose of the designs and create our own tipi designs on a paper pattern.  Does it get any more exciting than that? 
 
From Grade 2 
April was a short, but busy month after coming back from Spring Break. We have been busy getting ready for the Jane 
Goodall Institute Project Fair and look forward to seeing what everyone else has done on May 7th! Mrs. Lynch’s class 
has been gardening in the classroom in order to foster a love of growing plants and the students are excited to display 
what they have grown at the Fair and eventually take their plants to their houses.  Mrs. Wilson’s class made a goal to 
inform our school community about Coyotes in Calgary and share tips and solutions to problems.  They will be 
providing a copy of the winning class poster ‘Are You Coyote-Smart?’ to all students and staff in our school and sharing 
their Keynote project with teachers to show all classes.   Mrs. Dodd's class applied their Scratch coding skills to create 
SPEDS (Society for the Prevention and Elimination of Discrimination and Stereotyping) scenarios.  By encouraging the 
message and sentiment of "Up With People", they hope people will genuinely care about one another and the Earth 
in order to work collaboratively toward addressing the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals.  Mrs. 
Eldridge’s Roots and Shoots project has been a year long emphasis on KINDNESS. We focused on kindness to our self, 
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kindness to others, kindness to living things and kindness to the Earth. Many small projects have been completed 
through the year along with learning about Jane Goodall and animals in the Zooland unit. We have kept a quote from 
Jane Goodall in our minds:  “What you do makes a difference, and you have to decide what kind of difference you 
want to make.”  In addition to our JGI Fair, another unique event coming up is Jump Rope for Heart on May 
16th.  Thanks for helping support research for heart health and the importance of your children’s cardiovascular 
fitness!  We look forward to our school enjoying some additional excitement with little "quackers" roaming down our 
hallway with 2D's hatching of ducklings again toward the end of May.   
 
From Grade 3 
The grade three highlights for April were the virtual visit from the Alberta Institute for Wildlife Conservation and our 
Earth Day performance. The students enjoyed performing their dances and raps they worked really hard to prepare. 
 
Our butterflies have arrived, and we will spend the next 4 weeks watching them grow through their lifecycles. This 
relates to our Animal Life Cycles Unit and we will release them once they are fully grown. We will also be having guest 
speakers who are wildlife biologists to come speak to us about endangered animals and habitat conservation in 
Alberta! 
 
Our JGI project fair is also happening this month and we are excited to present all our hard work. Our cards that were 
sold at the Earth Day assembly are part of our JGI project and the money raised will be donated to the Alberta Institute 
for Wildlife Conservation. We raised over 
$400 and we really appreciate your generous donations. The JGI presentations will be held in the Dusty Rose Gym on 
May 12th. We welcome all parents to visit and share in the various initiatives that the students of Westmount have 
been involved in. 
 
From Grade 4 
The Grade Four Team has been busy in the month of April finishing up our current Science units of Light and Shadow 
and Simple Machines. Students have also fully immersed themselves in our current Social Studies lapbook research 
project discovering the timeline of Alberta and its diverse population. This will be accented by another exploration 
opportunity with the Métis Glenbow Museokit. We have a number of guest speakers lined up for May, and will invite 
two teachers from the mid-high campus to discuss the Sexual Health of the mind and body with us. Additionally, an 
indigenous elder, Kerrie Moore, will share with us information on medicinal plants found in Alberta and how they are 
treasured by the aboriginal peoples. Her visit will kick-off our last science unit of Plants Growth and Changes.  Lastly, 
students will be reflecting on their time spent at Bow View Manor and how the visits made an impact on our 
community for our Jane Goodall Faire in May. 
 
 
From Music 
May Newsletter 2019 Elementary Music 
We sadly say goodbye to Mrs. Popowich as her four week practicum is over.  The students and I had so much fun 
with her in the music room!    The Kinders continue to explore non-pitched percussion instruments, and reading 
non-traditional notation.  We are learning how to play circle games, and moving freely to a variety of music. The 
grade 1’s and 2’s will begin drumming the week of May 6th.  Our resident drummer, Trudy Hipwell will lead our 
groups to learn some fun new rhythms and games.  Grade 3’s & 4’s started recorders the week of April 29th. 
 
 


