
   

 

Principal Report – Mid High campus  
April 9, 2019 

By three methods we may learn wisdom: First, by reflection, which is noblest; second, by 
imitation, which is easiest; and third by experience, which is the bitterest. 
 
~Confucius 
 
Schedule Review Update: 

First of all, we would like to thank everyone who took the time to provide feedback on the 
scheduling alternatives being explored. Your feedback is a critical component of the 
process of ensuring our work at Westmount serves the best interests of all our students. 
Your insight and input have been very helpful as we make our decisions about timetabling 
for next year. As always, we are trying to decrease the limitations of our current schedule 
while ensuring the viability and success of any changes. 
After thoughtful deliberation and in consultation with our Superintendent, Joe Frank, we 
have arrived at the following decisions regarding the schedule for the 2019-2020 school 
year: 

1) We will maintain the current high school format regarding daily single blocks for 
classes (no vertically aligned double blocks). 

2) We will maintain the semester system for our grade 9-12 (we will not eliminate the 
grade 9 & 10 exam break). 

3) We are still exploring introducing a fifth block into the schedule. 

 
Our goal with the fifth block is to address the following: 

a. Provide longer time blocks for our grade 5/6 second language courses to allow 
teachers to have the time to work with each student on their learning. 

b. Increase the frequency of our SOURCE blocks for grade 9-12 students to facilitate 
the fostering of relationships between SOURCE teachers and students. This 
allows SOURCE teachers more time to build upon the relationship with their 
students allowing the development of IPPs to be generated from a stronger inside 
out approach. 

c. Create a self-directed study block for our Grade 9-12 students to enable students’ 
access to their teachers for clarification, remedial or enrichment beyond the 
scheduled class times. This study block will also allow students the time and 
opportunity to complete assignments thus reducing the stress load many feel. 

d. Scheduled Daily Physical Activity (DPA) into all our grade 5-9 students (a 
provincially mandated requirement for all students up to grade 9). 

e. Add time back to our courses on Fridays by eliminating the need for a SOURCE 
block on Fridays. 

 
  
Currently, we are scheduling a fifth block to ensure that all these goals are viable once 
actually laid out and plotted onto a course board. If it does not meet our stated goals, then 
we will be pursuing a status quo schedule where 2019-2020 will be similar to our current 



schedule. A final decision of a four-block or a five-block schedule will be communicated 
once it has been determined which will best meet the needs of our students.  
 
 
 
Mid-High Happenings! 
 
With our two week Spring Break taking place this past month, there is little to report. Look 
for more happenings in our May report! 
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