
   

 

Principal Report – Mid High campus  
March 5, 2019 

“The things that make me different are the things that make me.”  
 
― A. A. Milne 

 

Schedule Review Update: 
Westmount Mid High is finishing a review of our current schedule and looking at how 
a schedule could best meet the needs of our students across all grades.  
Areas needing to be addressed have identified: 

 How to increase Source time for Grades 9-12  
 How to avoid having grade 5/6’s undergo a ½ hour shuffle of complimentary 

courses 
 Avoid exam break in January in order to increase structured instruction time 

for grade 9&10 in particular 
 Bring the entire school on one schedule to increase flexibility 
 Being a small school - Improve flexibility of course offerings to better meet 

demands based on student need and interest 
 
After consultation with staff, the potentiality and effects of different schedule changes 
that are currently being explored: 

 Five block schedule 
 Detracking grades 9 & 10 
 Vertical vs lateral blocking of high school courses 

 
Admin met with all MH departments so seek their feedback. Admin also presented to 
parents an information session where further input has been gathered from the 
parent perspective. Student reps from each SOURCE class were presented with 
information to disseminate to their peers in order to garner student feedback on the 
various alternatives proposed.  Currently Student and Parent/Guardian feedback is 
still being gathered. 
 
For Parents/ Guardians: https://goo.gl/forms/w1hKJrChiNT4Bf9a2 

For Students: https://goo.gl/forms/7k6tvt2KrdmyrYly1  

 

Applications to Westmount 
Registration application deadline has passed and staff at Westmount are now just 
starting the process of reviewing all applications. Space remains quite limited but 
where there are spots available for new applicants. Unfortunately, as in previous 
years, it looks like we will continue to have to turn away more qualified applicants 
that we can accept.  
 
 

https://goo.gl/forms/w1hKJrChiNT4Bf9a2
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Final numbers in for applications: 
 
Grade 5 - 114 
Grade 6 - 42 
Grade 7 - 53 
Grade 8 - 27 
Grade 9 - 12 
Grade 10 - 25 
Grade 11 - 2 
 
 
 

Mid-High Happenings! 
 
Model UN 
The high school Model UN team competed at the U of C’s High School Model United 
Nations event February 23-24. The annual conferences hosts nearly 600 delegates 
from across Western Canada. Thomas C. and Karl B. won best delegate (1st place) for 
representing us in NATO, and Tim G. won his first MUN award by placing 3rd in the 
UN Disarmament and Security council.  
The Team’s next competition is at Western Canada High School in April.  
 
Business case Competition 
Over the weekend of February 23rd/24th four of our grade 11 and 12 students 
participated in a 2 day long Business Case competition at SAIT. They competed 
against 9 other teams from around the city and from Edmonton. The case was run by 
the international case clash production: ENACTUS. Our four students: Duomi D., Faris 
F., Kelli W. and Eva U. WON FIRST PLACE. Earning the team a cash prize of $1,200.00. 
Their exceptional presentation and creative ideas scored rave reviews from the 
judges who were comprised of CPA representatives, SAIT grads and local business 
people.  
 
 
 
Learning Commons 
Right from the beginning of February, the Learning Commons has been busy.  In 
addition to the busy-ness of textbook distribution at the beginning of semester two, 
there were the regularly scheduled class and club visits, as well as a large number of 
special events. On the 1st, a team from the Tesla Society of Calgary 
(www.teslasociety.ca) came in to share their passion for Tesla and his work with our 
grade five classes. On Feb 5th, our student council organized a lantern making 
workshop, open to all grades, as part of our Chinese New Year’s celebration activities; 
the day ended with a bang when Andrew Baxter did a mental health presentation for 
our parents following the School Council Meeting.  After school on Feb 7th, the Mid 
High Indigenous Committee had a good discussion with Dr. Dustin Louie from the U 

http://www.teslasociety.ca/


 

of C about how we might move forward with integrating Indigenous perspectives 
authentically into Westmount’s school culture.  Science Fair exhibitors had a chance 
to share their projects in the Learning Commons on Friday Feb 8th.  The next week, on 
Monday and Tuesday morning, Our Grade 5’s participated in Indigenous drumming 
workshops facilitated by Chantelle Chagnon. Our admin team provided parents with 
information about timetabling issues and possible solutions on the evening of Feb 
12th.  During our PD activities on Feb 14th, the poetry workshop found the Commons 
to be an amenable location to work. On Friday, Jon Jon Riviero took advantage of the 
flexibility of the space to facilitate a day long workshop about promoting proactive 
mental health awareness.  He focused on how developing talents and skills in service 
to others helps us to achieve meaningful success in our own lives and how we can 
help our students to do the same.  On Wed. Feb 20th, Canadian Blood Services set up 
a station so that Westmount adults and students 17 years or older could find out 
about their blood types.  On Thursday, Drama 20 students had a chance to work with 
a pro to develop their playwriting skills.  On Friday the 22nd, Gr. 11 SOURCE classes 
heard about Westmount processes for career planning and had an opportunity to 
access information from 9 different post-secondary organizations.  That afternoon, 
the Student Advisory Group met with Mr. Finlay to discuss events and issues. SOURCE 
class student reps met with admin on Feb 26th about providing feedback regarding 
timetable options for next year.  At lunch time on Wednesday Feb 27th, SWAT packed 
the Learning Commons with students from every grade to take part in Pink Shirt Day 
activities. The month wrapped up with another full house for the evening 
organizational meeting for students who are going on the Switzerland/Italy Trip and 
their parents. Who said February was a short month! 
 
Grade 9 Journalism 
The Journalism 9 class went on the most amazing field trip to the Sprawl Pop Up 
newsroom in the central library last week. Their resident cartoonist did a comic about 
it – here is the link https://www.sprawlcalgary.com/lets-make-the-newsroom-a-
classroom 
 
 
Grade 6 Integrated Arts 
Half of the grade 6’s have spent six classes during Integrated Arts time with Mrs. 
McDowell as an introduction to drama and the other two classes are currently in the 
midst of the experience. The students are loving the time to play and explore who they 
are and are grateful for the flexibility in their art time. They are looking forward to 
part two of the experience following spring break and hope to perhaps create 
something to present to their parents! 
 

Rocking Robotics-Grade 5 Math and Science Integration 
 
Students in grade 5 are enjoying robotics!  The students familiarized themselves with 
the robots by building the robots and then having the robots dance.  This dance of the 
robot involved moves that were forwards, backwards, spins, and turns.  The robots 

https://www.sprawlcalgary.com/lets-make-the-newsroom-a-classroom
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danced to the chosen dance song, “I Just Wanna Rock,” where they performed their 
moves in front of other robots and students.  Next, the students will be completing a 
distance challenge where they will be calculating the number of tire rotations for the 
robot to complete up to a 75 cm distance.  As well, they will exploring what happens 
when the robot rotates and moves around different polygon shapes.  Thanks goes out 
to Dr. Krista Francis for developing these challenges and providing a half day 
workshop for teachers and staff to explore with Lego Mindstorms. 
 

Terrific Tessellations-Grade 5 Art integration 
Students have been working on learning about abstract art, symbols, and 
tessellations.  This is in preparation for their Indigenous Tessellation Project.   
 
Initially, the students brainstormed as a class and then examined their own individual 
values and beliefs.  Next, they started to represent some of their values with detailed, 
coloured drawings in their black journals.  To complement the abstract art, students 
were inspired by Molly Bang and Matisse Art in which colour, simple shapes, 
placement, and size were manipulated to develop a symbolic picture.  Using these 
principles, students refined their personal symbols and prepared to tessellate them.  
Using dot paper, students rotated, reflected, and translated their symbols to create a 
pattern of their choice.  In addition, they intentionally added colour to add emphasis 
in their abstract pieces.   
 
In the next step of their Indigenous Tessellation Projects, students will be learning 
about the various Indigenous communities in Canada and will develop a meaningful 
symbol to represent the group they chose to study.  They will then tessellate the shape 
forming a colouring page, as well as, write a poem incorporating their research on the 
Indigenous group. 
 
Debate  
Junior Debate - ADSA Junior High Regional 
In regards to the Teams results, Westmount had three teams in the top 10 in the Jr. Open 
category and 1 team in the top ten in the Sr. Open category. 
 
In regards to Speakers, several of our students placed quite high. 
 
Athletics 

 
Basketball 
Junior Girls- Following up on their League tournament trophy, their league 
championship banner, and an undefeated season the Westmount Jr. Girls basketball 
Team invited some strong competition to our Invitational Tournament.  After hard 
fought victories over Springbank High Schools JV team and Airdrie Koinonia Christian 
Senior Girls team Westmount faced the grade 9 team from Strathcona Tweedsmuir 
School in the final.  Well after the four quarters of ball were played Westmount 
triumphed and took home the Gold.  



 

 
Junior Boys – Also had an amazing run this year with strong league play, an amazing 
semifinal victory and a heartbreaking loss in the championship final. 
 
Senior Girls – A hard fought season with plenty of determination and team work that 
ended in style in the Semi-finals. The girls also captured silver in a tournament in 
February. 
 
Senior Boys – An amazing championship year with a victory in a very hard fought and 
close championship game. 


